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ADOPTED LEGISLATION

1. HB 2151.  Provides that whenever the lowest and responsive bidder is a resident of another state and such state under its laws allows a resident contractor of that state a preference, a like preference shall be allowed to the lowest responsible bidder who is a resident of Virginia.  The bill provides that if the lowest bidder is a resident of another state with an absolute preference, that bid shall not be considered.  The Department of General Services shall post information about other states’ preferences on their website.

2. HB 2283.  Provides a default contract claim procedure in the event a public body has not included such a provision in the procurement contract.  The bill also provides that a failure of a public body to render a final decision on a contractual claim shall be deemed a denial of the claim, for which the contractor would have the right to institute legal action.

3. HB 2051.  Requires approval of the Chief Information Officer of the Commonwealth for the purchase of information technology and telecommunications goods and services from a public auction or off another public body’s contract.  This does not affect colleges and universities, or delegations of telecommunication procurement by VITA.

4. HB 2326.  Requires the Division of Purchases and Supply to adopt regulations that establish conditions under which a public body shall demonstrate a good faith effort to ensure that state contracts or subcontracts for goods or services that involve the manual packaging of bulk supplies or the manual assemblage of goods where individual items weigh less than 50 pounds be offered to nonprofit sheltered workshops or other nonprofit organizations that offer transitional or supported employment services for the handicapped. 

5. HB 2478.  Eliminates the requirement that state contracts for recovery audits of state agencies only allow a contractor to be paid up to 10% of the amount of any payment errors that are recovered.

6. HB 1945.  Amends the Public-Private Education Facilities and Infrastructure Act of 2002 to expand the definition of Qualifying Project to include “any improvements necessary or desirable to any unimproved locally or state owned facility.”

7. SB 1107.  Amends the Public-Private Educational Facilities and Infrastructure Act to clarify when public entities must adopt guidelines, and adds a provision for adopting Interim Agreements.     

FAILED LEGISLATION

1. HB 2397- HB 2419-HB 2495-SB 1286.  Provides that no public body shall enter into any contract for services unless the contract provides that only citizens of the United States, legal resident aliens and individuals with a valid visa will perform the services under the contract or any subcontract of that contract.  Also provides that public bodies will include in every contract for goods or services that the contractors post notices to this effect and include the provision in all subcontracts.

2. HB 2351.  Requires that each public body’s program to facilitate the participation of small, women and minority owned businesses in procurement transactions include a goal that 40% of the public body’s procurement expenditures be for transactions with such businesses.

3. HB 2585.  Provides that in road construction contracts over $500,000, VDOT award a 3% preference to firms with facilities located in Virginia.

4. HB 2924. Broadens the current exemption for purchasing insurance or electrical utilities through an association of which the public body is a member by eliminating that it be only for the purchase of insurance or electrical utilities.  Public body must make a determination that competitive sealed bidding or competitive negotiations are not fiscally advantageous.

